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In the effort fo understand the motivation of corporations i providing voluntary social and
environmental disclosure a number of theories have been employed. This paper continues fus
theme of research through a longitudinal case study conceived as a test of legitimacy theory as
ithas been described in accounting research. Instead of focusing on a range of organisations
and industries, the examination ofa single company complements previous broader-based
studies. Despite the potential for legitimacy theory fo explain a broad range of corporate
behaviour, there has been relatively little research fo date into legitimacy theory except in the
context of environmental disclosures.
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In accounting research, many theories areused for understanding what motivates companies
to provide social and environmental disclosures. This article continues the accounting theory
research theme, presenting a longitudinal case-study, testing legitimacy theory. Case-studies,
examining single companies, complement broader based studies involving multiple
companies and industries. Excepting envirommental disclosure, little research about
legitimacy theory s found, despite its potential for broadly explaining company behaviour.
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